Human thyroid-stimulating hormone: structure-function analysis.
This article provides the reader with an overview of methodological strategies to investigate structure-function relationships of human thyroid-stimulating hormone (hTSH). Various aspects of hTSH production, purification, and characterization described here in more detail are not only relevant to studies on other members of the glycoprotein hormone family, but also applicable to studies of other glycosylated proteins. Knowledge of structure-function relationships of specific hTSH domains is important for a better understanding of the molecular mechanisms of its action. New insights from such studies permit the design of glycoprotein hormone analogs with specific pharmacological properties and potential clinical applications.